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Four Forests Restoration Initiative (4FRI) Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Draft 

Record of Decision (DROD) – Statement of Sierra Club Grand Canyon Chapter: 

 

 

Questions Remain About Four Forests Restoration Initiative (4FRI) Final Plan 

 

The Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Draft Record of Decision (DROD) for the first phase of 

the Four Forests Restoration Initiative (4FRI) are now available at http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/4fri/planning.  

The 4FRI project proposes the mechanical treatment of about 75 percent of 600,000 acres of ponderosa pine 

forest in the Coconino and Kaibab national forests, and treatment with fire only for the remaining portion of 

those national forests.  Treatments are to be completed in 10 years. 

 

Bad logging practices during the last century removed most of the large trees and old growth from Arizona’s 

landscape, while overgrazing eliminated much of the dense grasses and forbs from the understory.  These 

factors along with fire suppression resulted in a crop of small, overly dense trees with an increased fire hazard 

across the landscape.  While it is important to thin these dense stands, it is of paramount importance that we 

protect the limited remaining large and old growth trees to protect the wildlife that depend on them, including 

species such as the northern goshawk.  

 

We are reviewing the FEIS and DROD right now.  As we read the document, we will look carefully at the large 

tree protection language.  Because most trees remaining in the project area are small, we want to make sure that 

large and old trees are protected, and that enough acres of closed canopy habitat remain to ensure survival of 

species that rely on mature forest structure.   

 

In order to ensure that wildlife is protected and the Forest Service is accountable for its actions, we want to see a 

carefully crafted and fully-funded monitoring plan.  Without monitoring, there is no accountability.  Without 

funding, there will be no monitoring. We are eager to see the final monitoring plan and its funding sources. 

 

The goal of 4FRI must be ecological restoration above all else, including retaining old growth and large trees, 

and the return of natural fire processes to the landscape.  Only through careful implementation and proper 

monitoring will we be able to achieve that goal. 

 


